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       May 14, 2019  
 

TO:         Members of the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education 

FROM:   Angélica Infante-Green, Commissioner  
 
RE:          Request for Endorsement of World Language Standards 
 

 
The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) is the leading national 
organization in the development of World Language Standards.  The organization was 
founded in 1967 and is dedicated to the improvement and expansion of the learning of all 
languages.  Rhode Island educators have been using ACTFL standards to guide curriculum 
and instruction decisions for many years, though Rhode Island has never endorsed a set of 
standards for world languages. 
 
The World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages, developed by ACTFL, are applicable 
for all grade levels and speakers and create a roadmap for teachers and learners in developing 
language competency across the 5 goal areas (communication, cultures, connections, 
comparisons and communities).  The endorsement of a set of world language standards will 
encourage a consistent commitment to world language study in Rhode Island. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: THAT, the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education 
 endorses the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages as Rhode  
 Island’s World Language Standards. 
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World-readiness standards 
for learning languages

L
E

goal areas standards

CoMMuniCation
Communicate effectively  
in more than one language 
in order to function in a 
variety of situations and  
for multiple purposes

interpersonal 
Communication:  
Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share 
information, reactions, 
feelings, and opinions.

interpretive 
Communication:  
Learners understand, 
interpret, and analyze  
what is heard, read, or 
viewed on a variety of  
topics. 

Presentational Communication: 
Learners present information, 
concepts, and ideas to inform, 
explain, persuade, and narrate 
on a variety of  topics using 
appropriate media and adapting 
to various audiences of  listeners, 
readers, or viewers.

Cultures
interact with cultural  
competence and 
understanding

relating Cultural  
Practices to Perspectives:  
Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the relationship 
between the practices and perspectives  
of  the cultures studied.

relating Cultural 
Products to Perspectives:  
Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the relationship 
between the products and perspectives  
of  the cultures studied.

ConneCtions
Connect with other 
disciplines and acquire 
information and diverse 
perspectives in order to use 
the language to function 
 in academic and career-
related situations

Making Connections:  
Learners build, reinforce, and expand their 
knowledge of  other disciplines while using 
the language to develop critical thinking and 
to solve problems creatively.

acquiring information  
and diverse Perspectives:  
Learners access and evaluate information 
and diverse perspectives that are available 
through the language and its cultures.

CoMParisons
develop insight into the 
nature of language and 
culture in order to interact 
with cultural competence

language Comparisons:  
Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the nature of  language 
through comparisons of  the language studied 
and their own.

Cultural Comparisons:  
Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the concept of  culture 
through comparisons of  the cultures studied 
and their own.

CoMMunities
Communicate and interact 
with cultural competence 
in order to participate in 
multilingual communities at 
home and around the world

school and global Communities:  
Learners use the language both within 
and beyond the classroom to interact and 
collaborate in their community and the 
globalized world.

lifelong learning:  
Learners set goals and reflect on their 
progress in using languages for enjoyment, 
enrichment, and advancement.



RI World Language Standards 
Endorsement

Presented to the RI Council on Elementary and 

Secondary Education, March 26, 2019

Rhode Island Foreign Language Association (RIFLA), rifla.org



The Need for WL Standards
- RI is the ONLY state without World Language Education Standards

- RI 2015-2020 Strategic Plan for Education - Priority 4 "Globally Competent 

Graduates" calls for: 

- increasing the number of students in high-quality, proficiency-based 

language programs, 

- including world language and dual language immersion, 

- resulting in at least 14% earning the Seal of Biliteracy

- WL Standards needed to guide "proficiency-based" program development and 

expectations.



Proposal for RI WL Standards
Endorse the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages as Rhode 

Island World Language Education Standards

- "create a roadmap to guide learners to develop competence to communicate 

effectively and interact with cultural understanding"

- equally applicable to:

- PK through postsecondary levels; 

- native speakers and heritage speakers, including ESL students; 

- American Sign Language; and 

- Classical Languages (Latin and Greek)



ACTFL World-Readiness Standards Overview Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCUubDQGFe0


RIFLA World Language Standards Adoption Survey - 2018
● Survey distributed to RIFLA membership during 2017-18 school year

● Proposal: Endorse the ACTFL World Readiness Standards for Language Learning 

as Rhode Island State Standards with the NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements as 

the formative assessment tool.

● Responses:

○ 190 individual responses, the majority being from public school districts;,with 

additional responses from teachers in private schools and higher education; 97% 

support the adoption

○ Responses received from Language Dept. Chairs/Reps from All public school districts; 

■ 89% of public school district respondents currently use the ACTFL Standards 

■ 100% of public school districts support the adoption


